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The beach is just the beginniny...




For Immediate Release:
ANTIGUA MAKES STRONG SHOWING AT IBTM AMERICAS 

St. John’s, Antigua (June 13, 2019) – The Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority (ABTA) is reporting a strong showing at the recently held IBTM Americas at Centro Citibanamex in Mexico City. IBTM Americas brings together the who's who of the events industry to meet over two days of inspiration, networking and education. The Antigua and Barbuda delegation was led by Donyelle Bird-Browne, Tourism & Investment Manager – USA at the ABTA, and she was accompanied by Maria Britto Bettini, Managing Director of South American Ventures.
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Donyelle Bird-Browne, Tourism & Investment Manager - USA at the ABTA (left), and Maria Britto Bettini, Managing Director of South American Ventures

During the two days, Antigua’s delegation met with a variety of meeting planners through scheduled appointments to negotiate contracts and secure business.  They conducted a number of high-level meetings, including Armando Bojorquez Patron, President of Actual, the largest tour operator company in Latin America that manages over 200 successful tour operators, as well as The Royalton Luxury Resorts, whose Antigua property will be hosting some major groups starting in Fall 2019.
“IBTM Americas was a huge success. This included a meeting with Mexico’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hon. Marcelo Ebrard Casaubon with regards to tourism opportunities and expanding trade relationships. We also met with a Mexican-American investor, who will visit the island in the coming weeks to explore investment opportunities,” noted Bird-Browne.
Subsequent to IBTM Americas, ABTA executives, lead by CEO, Colin James will be traveling to Fort Lauderdale for a series of meetings with charter flight operators from Latin America to secure additional service to Antigua, with additional details to be released at that time.
During the two-day international trade show, the delegation also conducted a number of interviews with social and traditional media outlets including TV Turistik and Radio Formula, introducing both Mexican and USA Latin American audiences to the wonderful attractions, hotels, restaurants and experiences on offer in Antigua and Barbuda in a live interview with the #1 TV host Alfredo Palacios.
# # #

ABOUT ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

Antigua (pronounced An-tee'ga) and Barbuda (Bar-byew’da) is located in the heart of the Caribbean Sea. Voted the World Travel Awards  Caribbean’s Most Romantic Destination, the twin-island paradise offers visitors two uniquely distinct experiences, ideal temperatures year-round, a rich history, vibrant culture, exhilarating excursions, award-winning resorts, mouth-watering cuisine and 365 stunning pink and white-sand beaches - one for every day of the year. The largest of the Leeward Islands, Antigua comprises 108-square miles with rich history and spectacular topography that provides a variety of popular sightseeing opportunities. Nelson’s Dockyard, the only remaining example of a Georgian fort a listed UNESCO World Heritage site, is perhaps the most renowned landmark. Antigua’s tourism events calendar includes the prestigious Antigua Sailing Week, Antigua Classic Yacht Regatta, and the annual Antigua Carnival; known as the Caribbean’s Greatest Summer Festival. Barbuda, Antigua’s smaller sister island, is the ultimate celebrity hideaway. The island lies 27 miles north-east of Antigua and is just a 15-minute plane ride away. Barbuda is known for its untouched 17 mile stretch of pink sand beach and as the home of the largest Frigate Bird Sanctuary in the Western Hemisphere.  Find information on Antigua & Barbuda at: www.visitantiguabarbuda.com
and follow us on Twitter:  http://twitter.com/antiguabarbuda ; 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/antiguabarbuda; 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/AntiguaandBarbuda 
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